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‘The judgment about the TOK essay is to be made on the basis of the following two aspects:
1. Understan:

g knowledge questions

This aspect is concerned with the extent to which the essay focuses on knowledge questions relevant to the prescribed tile, and with the depth and breadth of the
understanding demonstrated in the essay.

Knowledge questions addressed in the essay should be shown to have a direct connection to the chosen prescribed title, or to be important in relation to it
Depth of understanding is often indicated by drawing distinctions within WOKs and AOKs, or by connecting several facets of knowledge questions to these.

Breadth of understanding is often indicated by making comparisons between WOKs and AOKs. Since not all prescribed titles lend themselves to an extensive treatment of an
equal range of AOKs or WOKs, this element in the descriptors should be applied with concern for the particularity of the title

Relevant questions to be considered include the following
- Does the essay demonstrate understanding of knowledge questions that are relevant to the prescribed title?
- Does the essay demonstrate an awareness of the connections between knowledge questions, AOKs and WOKs?

« Does the student show an awareness of his or her own perspective as a knower in relation to other perspectives, such as those that may arise, for example. from academic
and philosophical traditions, culture or position in society (gender, age. and so on)?

2. Quality of analysis of knowledge questions
This aspect is concerned only with knowledge questions that are relevant to the prescrived tile.
Relevant questions to be considered include the following

+ Whatis the quality of the inguiry into knowledge questions?

+ Are the main points in the essay justified?

+ Are the arguments coherent and compelling?

- Have counterclaims been considered?

« Are the implications and underlying assumptions of the essay’s argument identified?

- Are the arguments effectively evaluated?

Analysis of a knowledge question that is not relevant to the prescribed title wil not be assessed.




image2.png
TOK essay assessment instrument

Does the student present an appropriate and cogent analysis of knowledge questions
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